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The State Library and the 
Library Movement in Idaho 


By LEE ZIMMERMAN 


On March 11, 1903, three years 
after being admitted to the Union, 
the Idaho State Legislature created 
the State Library Commission con- 


sisting of four members: the At- 
torney General, Secretary of State, 
Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, and President of the State 
University, ex-officio. The Commis- 
sion was specifically charged with 
the management of the Free Tra- 
veling Library, established as a 
state agency two years earlier in 
1901. It was also charged further to 
“cooperate with the management 
of public schools and other free 


Mr. Lee Zimmerman is Librarian 
of the University of Idaho and Vice- 
President and President - Elect of 
ISLA. For some ten years before 
coming to his present position at the 
University, he was Minnesota State 
Librarian. 


libraries within the State and adopt 
such means as shall best promote 
their establishment.” 


Throughout this 55-year period 
traveling libraries, that is, small 
collections of 25 to 50 books ship- 
ped to points within the State, have 
been the only form of book service 
known to people living in rural 
areas. At the end of its first bi- 
enium, 1901-03, the Library reported 
a book collection of 4,000 books and 
an appropriation of $6,000. At the 
termination of the 1955-56 bien- 
nium, the collection numbered only 
35,000 and the Traveling Library’s 
income was only $29,602. Appropri- 
ations were pitiful over this long 
span and did not keep pace with 
the growing book needs of the 
time. Compared with other states, 
Idaho’s State Library book collec- 
tion in 1957 ranked 46 among the 
48 states and its income 45th. Fi- 
nancially restricted as it was, the 
Commission could develop at best 
only an inadequate traveling library 
book collection service. 


The Commission was in no posi- 
tion to undertake its second legal 
function, the promotion and estab- 
lishment of public libraries through- 
out the State, lacking, as it did, 
the necessary funds to employ pro- 
fessional librarians to (1) go out 
in the State to assist directly li- 
brary boards and untrained librar- 
ians of school and public libraries 
with their problems and (2) pro- 
mote the establishment of public 
libraries. Through its incapacity to 
provide the needed personel the 
library situation, therefore, 
mained static down through the 
years and Idaho became known as 
a backward library state. 


Then something happened. The 
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Idaho State Library Association, 
perturbed over the situation, as- 
sumed the leadership in an organ- 
ized effort to change library con- 
ditions within the State. It initially 
concentrated its efforts upon the 
enactment of new legislation that, 
as a necessary first step, would 
eventually pave the way for much- 
needed change. In consequence of 
its efforts, the 1953 session of the 
Legislature enacted a law abolish- 
ing the old Library Commission 
and created a new board to be 
known as the Idaho State Library 
Board. Its members were to be ap- 
pointed by the Governor for vary- 
ing terms except only the State Su- 
perintendent of Public Instruction 
who was to be an ex-officio mem- 
ber. This Board superseded the old 
Library Commission of three elec- 
tive state officials and the President 
of the State University. 


This was a salutory change since 
it took the State Traveling Library’s 
affairs out of the hands of busy, 
elected, state officials who, because 
of their own duties, had little if 
any time to give to an ancillary de- 
partment of state government. The 
agency for the first time since its 
inception now _ passed into the 
hands of a lay board. This was a 
basic achievement. 


Another forward step was taken 
shortly after that which now per- 
mits the State Library Board to 
“cooperate with the management of 
public schools and other free li- 
braries in the State and adopt such 
means as shall promote their es- 
tablishment.” A library district en- 
abling act, also sponsored by the 
Idaho State Library Association, 
was introduced and passed at the 
1955 session of the Legislature. 
This law, as all librarians know, 
provides for the establishment of 
either county libraries or of dis- 
trict libraries comprising more than 
one county, and for existing school 
and public libraries to become part 
of an established district library. 


This new legislation has enormous 
implications for future public li- 
brary development in Idaho. It is 
now within the power of the people, 
particularly those living in rural 
areas, to establish libraries and ob- 
tain books for themselves and their 
children. They need no longer be 
limited in their reading to small 
traveling library collections from 
the State Library. Obviously, it will 
take time and educational promotion 
before county and regional libraries 
can be established everywhere in 
the State. In the interim, small 
community public and school li- 
braries and individuals in communi- 
ties without libraries must con- 
tinue to lean on the State Library 
for loans of small collections of 
traveling library books, and books 
obtained by special request. 


The time will come ultimately 
when traveling library book service 
from the State Library will proba- 
bly cease following the establish- 
ment of district libraries through- 
out the State. Or, at most, the serv- 
ice will be on only a limited scale. 
Instead, the money now being used 
to purchase books for the traveling 
library collection will be spent to 
better advantage in the collective 
interest of Idaho library users. A 
collection of reference titles can 
be acquired by the State Library 
and specific titles mailed on request 
to individuals in rural areas who 
require special rather than general 
books to help them in their work. 
The mechanic who, for example, 
requires specialized books on trac- 
tor repair or the farmer on genetics 
will obtain them from the State Li- 
brary either directly or through his 
district library. 


This type of book service has 
multiple advantages. On a relatively 
small investment of state funds, the 
State Library can build a good ref- 
erence collection owned and shared 
jointly by all. Rather than ten, fif- 
teen, twenty or more district librar- 
ies investing their own limited funds 
in expensixe reference books, one li- 
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brary only need acquire and make 
them available to all other libraries 
and borrowers living within the dis- 
trict. The State Library will then 
become an overlending library for 
specialized materials to all other 
public and school libraries in the 
State. This service will be highly 
advantageous not only to rural peo- 
ple but also to the taxpayers as 
well. 


Parallel with the encouraging ad- 
vancements noted above, federal 
grants-in-aid for libraries were re- 
cently made available to the states 
on a matching basis. The purpose 
of these grants was, of course, to 
give impetus to public library de- 
velopment in the 48 states of the 
union; also to strengthen state li- 
brary agencies in their obligation 
to provide leadership and assist- 
ance for the people who were anx- 
ious to improve existing libraries or 
to establish new ones in rural areas. 

Idaho’s maximum share of fed- 
eral funds was $145,000 available 
only on a matching basis by the 
state of $125,000. In his message to 
the 1957 session of the Legislature, 
the Governor recommended the full 
$125,000. However, a bill for an ap- 
propriation of $75,000 only was in- 
troduced by the joint appropriation 
committee and passed. It is to be 
regretted that the full $125,000 was 
not approved; since Idaho was then 
not eligible for the maximum fed- 
eral funds. During the biennium 
1957-59, the State Library appro- 
priation including federal aid will 
amount to about $180,000. 


This is a magnificent amount in 
comparison with the $29,500 avail- 
able to the State Library for the 
previous biennium. For the first time 
in its existence, the State Library 
Board was in a position to bring 
together a small professional staff 
to organize the State for action; to 
purchase equipment for demonstra- 
tion purposes; and to acquire a 
great many more traveling li- 
brary books to lend rural people 


pending the organization of district 
libraries throughout the state. 


With the passage of these for- 
tuitous laws, librarians of the State 
have taken heart. The outlook for 
library growth and development in 
Idaho is indeed promising but only 
if the State Library is given the 
necessary appropriations to pro- 
vide statewide direction and leader- 
ship in the immediate years ahead. 
This will be needed urgently and 
definitely presupposes library bet- 
terment. If evidence is wanting of 
the truth of this statement, one 
need only point to the first 55-year 
period of library stagnation in Ida- 
ho as outlined above. Without fi- 
nancial support and qualified per- 
sonnel, progress will be extremely 
difficult if not impossible. 


If a library movement in Idaho is 
to get anywhere, the State Library 
must be adequately supported fi- 
nancially not only now but also in 
the future. The present appropria- 
tion is encouraging but it is not 
nearly enough in these times of 
creeping inflation. Federal grants- 
in-aid will terminate in mid-1961. 
Upon their termination another 
impediment to library progress may 
arise. We must see to it that this 
does not happen. In the meantime, 
the job of developing a library 
movement in the State falls ob- 
viously upon the State Library 
agency and its personnel. Theirs is 
a heavy responsibility and their job 
a complex one. The multiple obli- 
gations devolving upon a state li- 
brary agency today are, to say the 
least, varied and far-reaching. 


In an over-all sense, the State 
Library agency is established to 
provide continuing library leader- 
ship for the people in the State. 
It works for improved library serv- 
ices through the dissemination of 
information, legislation, direct loan 
of books to public and school li- 
braries, cooperation among libraries, 
better library standards. It gives 
aid in the task of organizing county 
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and/or district libraries and in as- 
sisting those previously established. 


Some years ago this writer pre- 
pared a statement (based on his 
experience and also the experiences 
of others engaged in state library 
work) of the functions and respon- 
sibilities of the State Library agen- 
cy. For the information especially 
of new library trustees and the 
more recent library newcomers to 
Idaho, it might be worthwhile to 
restate them here in a somewhat 
revised and condensed form. 


Stated specifically, the chief func- 
tions of the State Library agency 
follow this pattern rather closely: 


Direct Book Services to Schools 
and Public Libraries and to Indi- 
viduals, This is the most common 
form of service and the one with 
which we are most familiar. Books 
are sent upon request: 


—To individuals living in small 
communities or on farms who 
have no local public libraries 
or free access to printed matter. 


—To small communities and rural 
schools in the form of traveling 
libraries comprising group col- 
lections of 25 or more books 
which are loaned to local com- 
munities for short periods of 
time. 

—To school and public libraries 
in the form of supplementary 
book collections loaned for short 
periods of time. 


—To school and public libraries 
in the form of an overlending 
book service of specific titles 
not in their book collections. 

—To state prisons and reforma- 
tories if they do not maintain 
libraries for their inmates. 


Desirable Legislation. It sponsors 
legislation for the improvement of 
library conditions within the State 
and for the establishment and 
maintenance of libraries by units 
of varying size such as school dis- 
tricts, counties and regions; con- 


tractual agreements between school 
districts and public libraries; state 
grants-in-aid and their adminis- 
tration; tax support; library stand- 
ards as well as many others. 


Technical Guidance, Information 
and Advisory Services. It renders 
technical and advisory services to 
library boards, school boards, school 
officials, county boards of commis- 
sioners, city councils, school librar- 
ians, public librarians, lay groups, 
and individuals by means of corre- 
spondence, publications, field visits, 
and surveys on all technical and ad- 
ministrative problems the 
planning of library buildings to 
the placement of librarians. It 
would be difficult in the extreme 
to draw up a complete listing of the 
services rendered in this category. 
A few examples only will be cited 
here on which information and as- 
sistance is rendered. These may 
serve to convey some idea of the 
range and character of library ac- 
tivities on which assistance is ren- 
dered: 


—Salaries of librarians. 


—Vacations, sick leaves and week- 
ly hours of work for librarians. 


—Library budgets and apportion- 
ments for books, salaries, main- 
tenance. 

—Book charging systems, collec- 
tion of book fines, rental book 
collections, the registration of 
borrowers. 

—Obsolescent books and with- 
drawal procedures. 

—Adult and children’s books, per- 
iodicals and encyclopedias de- 
sirable for first purchase. 

—Library furniture and supplies, 
source of supply, and quality of 
materials. 

—Bookbinding, costs and quality 
bookbinders. 

—Book dealers, book purchases 
and discounts. 

—New library buildings, planning 
and layout; remodeling of old 
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buildings, 


including lighting 
systems, floor covering and in- 
terior decoration. 


—Library government, library fi- 
nance, library law such as: 


a. Appointment of board mem- 
bers. 

b. Respective lines of author- 
ity between library boards 
and governing officials. 


—Public library monies and their 
control; purchase of library 
property. 

—Tax levies and methods. 

—Book service agreements. be- 
tween two or more libraries. 


Promotion, Organization and Ex- 
tension. It provides guidance and 
direction to lay groups, public li- 
brary boards, school districts and 
librarians in obtaining increased 
financial support for existing li- 
braries and in organizing larger 
service units such as county and dis- 
trict library systems. Good exam- 
ples of this type of service are: 


—Publicity or promotion cam- 
paigns in local communities, 
counties, or regions to focus 
public attention on the library, 
its services and its needs, 
through the media of the radio, 
press and platform. 

—The promotion and organization 
of county and regional libraries 
throughout the State in order 
to provide superior services at 


less cost than is_ possible 
through small independent 
agencies. 


Library Standards, It encourages 
improved library standards for 
school and public libraries in rela- 
tion to personnel, technical process- 
es, administrative procedures, aca- 
demic and professional training, li- 
brary training courses, as well as 
many others. 


Publications. It prepares and is- 
sues from time to time booklets, 
guidance manuals, reports, bulle- 
tins, news and information designed 


to inform and help school and pub- 
lic librarians within the State. 


Statistical Compilations. It as- 
sembles and compiles for librarians, 
library boards, and governing offi- 
cials useful statistical data on school 
and public libraries. Data gathered 
usually covers librarians’ salaries, 
library income and _ expenditures, 
tax levies, registered borrowers, 
yearly accessions, number of books 
loaned, etc. 


Placement of Personnel. It main- 
tains an advisory service in the 
placement of librarians. Files of li- 
brarians registered are kept and, 
upon request, recommendations of 
qualified individuals are submitted 
to head librarians, school superin- 
tendents, college presidents, and li- 
brary boards for existing vacancies. 


Administration of state grants- 
in-aid. It administers state and/or 
federal grants-in-aid to public li- 
braries and sets up qualifying stand- 
ards. 


Institutes and Workshops. It 
sponsors and organizes institutes 
and workshops for librarians within 
the State. They are designed to as- 
sist librarians in service, especially 
those with limited professional li- 
brary training or no training at all. 

Library Cooperation and Coord- 
ination. It strives to bring about de- 
sirable cooperative undertakings be- 
tween libraries in order to minimize 
waste, increase effectiveness and do 
away with unnecessary duplications 
by means of contractual agreements 
between school districts and public 
libraries, union catalogs, interli- 
brary lending and exchange of dup- 
licate materials. 


These functions are exacting and 
cover a variety of activities. If they 
are to be performed at all well, it 
follows that leadership of a high 
order is imperative. About a year 
ago the Library Board took its first 
major step and appointed Eugene 
D. Hart Idaho’s first State Librar- 


(Continued on page 15) 
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How Soon Accredited Library 
Education for Idaho? 


By Martrua M. GUENTHER 


A panel on library education in 
Idaho had a place on the program 
of the biennial convention of the 
Idaho State Library Association 


Miss Martha M. Guenther is As- 
sistant Librarian of the Idaho State 
College. She is a past president of 
ISLA and Chairman of the Associa- 
tion’s Constitution Committee and its 
Committee on the Improvement of 
Library Education in Idaho. 


In order to arrive at authenticity 
of the information given here, Miss 
Guenther sought comments from var- 
ious people. She wishes to acknowl- 
edge particularly suggestions made 
by Mr. Robert L. Gitler, Miss L. 
Dorothy Bevis, Dr. Irving Lieberman 
and Mr. D. K. Berninghausen. Miss 
Guenther assumes responsibility for 
any remaining errors in or misinter- 
pretation of fact. 


last May. A full account of that 
panel has been deferred to this 
time. It is the purpose of this paper 
to discuss the need of standard li- 
brary science courses in our Idaho 
colleges and to indicate the pro- 
cedure involved in articulation of 
such courses with those of a grad- 
uate library school rather than to 
give an exact narrative of last 
spring’s panel. 


Many Idahoans who are now 
schoo] librarians may remark: “We 
already have library education in 
Idaho.” It is true that most Idaho 
colleges are offering some kind and 
amount of library education. The 
April, 1958, issue of the IDAHO LI- 
BRARIAN listed this year’s sum- 
mer offerings.1 


That article includes no Idaho 
State College courses because none 
were to be offered. In winter and 
spring semesters, this College regu- 
larly offers a course in the use of 
the library. In addition, the pres- 
ent writer has a number of times 
taught two three - semester - hour 
courses for teacher-librarians. These 
latter six hours have had value. It 
is a satisfaction to feel that in sev- 
eral Idaho schools some _ persons 
who have taken these courses are 
providing library service. In six se- 
mester hours little more than “high 
spots” could be touched, but the 
students made contact with the 
areas of knowledge needed by school 
librarians, and their teacher con- 
soled herself that conscientious 
school librarians could thereafter 
themselves develop their rudimen- 
tary training to adequate propor- 
tions. 


1 “Summer school library 
grams.” IDAHO LIBRARIAN. 10, 
No. 2, p. 15-16. April, 1958 
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Other Idaho colleges have given 
similar or more extensive training 
for school librarians. The reason 
for a mere six hours has been that 
the Idaho requirement is that low. 
But there are still schools minus 
librarians with even such minimum 
training. Thanks and praise are due 
teachers who manage to give li- 
brary service without training, but 
these people must have many frus- 
trating problems. It has been re- 
ported, too, that some persons with 
training for school libraries have 
later wanted to work in public li- 
braries. There is a severe shortage 
of trained librarians in most of our 
public libraries. Again, a resource- 
ful school librarian might find her 
way to the different tool materials 
a public librarian needs to use, and 
methods in the basic fields of book 
selection, reference and circulation 
work, cataloging, classification, and 
administration are essentially the 
same. As for teachers who have 
taken the library courses in our 
Idaho colleges without having li- 
brary responsibilities in their 
schools, they doubtless have found 
the knowledge so acquired an asset 
in their teaching. Also, undergrad- 
uates who have taken our Idaho 
courses have found them a help in 
later college work, and some have 
made good library assistants. But 
such students could advance to pro- 
fessional service only gradually and 
in limited techniques. With the 
exception of students who have gone 
through the curriculum in library 
science given in the summers of 
1956-58 at the College of Idaho, our 
Idaho colleges have not trained any 
librarians in the basic knowledge 
of library procedures needed by per- 
sons whose interests are not limited 
to school libraries, basic knowledge 
such as is given in courses in the 
graduate library schools. 


Further, it is very doubtful that 
any of the graduate library schools 
accredited by the American Library 
Association would allow transfer 
credit for any library courses taken 


to date in Idaho colleges. It would 
probably be possible to interest 
more of our students in library sci- 
ence if they were sure, at least, 
that such courses would not subse- 
quently have to be repeated in a 
graduate library school for the mas- 
ter’s degree in library science. The 
present writer has felt for some 
years that, somehow, articulation 
of Idaho undergraduate library 
courses ought to be worked out, and 
that doing so might be the answer 
to our recruiting needs. 


Some explanation of the above- 
mentioned “graduate library schools 
accredited by the American Library 
Association” and of the problem of 
transferring credit to them may be 
in order. Since the organization of 
a new system of accrediting colleges 
by the National Commission on Ac- 
crediting in 1952,2.most accrediting 
of higher educational institutions 
is the responsibility of the regional 
accrediting associations exclusive- 
ly; in our case, of the Northwest 
Association of Secondary and High- 
er Schools. However, as in the case 
of some other national professional 
organizations, such as the American 
Medical Association and the Amer- 
ican Pharmaceutical Association, 
the American Library Association 
has reached an agreement with the 
National Commission on Accredit- 
ing which authorizes the ALA to 
accredit graduate library schools.3 
There are now thirty-one such ac- 
credited schools.4 Such graduate li- 
brary schools as are units in uni- 
versities, and most are in this cate- 
gory, are also governed by their uni- 
versities’ general graduate school 


2 R. Walters. on 
Accreditating; its purpose and program.” 
SCHOOL AND SOCIETY. 76:246-7 Oc- 
tober 18, 52. 


3..a. ALA Board of Education for Librar- 
ianship. “Standards for accreditation.” 
ip BULLETIN. 46:48-49. February, 


7. 
b. “Action of National Commission on 
Accrediting.” HIGHER EDUCATION. 
13:50. November, 1956. 


4 “Accredited libr schools.” ith BUL- 
LETIN. 51:888. December, 1957. 
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standards and practices; standards 
designed partly to conform to those 
of regional accrediting associations. 
Any transfer of credits to be applied 
directly towards a master’s degree 
from a graduate library school re- 
quires, then, that the credits to be 
transferred must have been earned 
at the graduate level in properly 
accredited course, whether in li- 
brary science or in subject fields. 


Courses in library science are be- 
ing given in some 500 colleges and 
universities in the United States in 
.addition to the 31 graduate library 
schools accredited by the ALA. 
These include some colleges which 
offer less than a full semester hour 
of library science. They may be 
accredited as elective courses by a 
state department of education, by 
a regional accrediting association, 
or, in the case of teachers’ colleges, 
by the National Council on the Ac- 
creditation of Teacher Education 
(NCATE). In the teachers’ colleges, 
it is not unusual to offer a good 
undergraduate major in library sci- 
ence, but such a major is apt to 
emphasize school library work. The 
same school slant has been given 
by many undergraduate library sci- 
ence courses whether in teachers’ 
colleges or in colleges of liberal arts 
which train teachers, with the re- 
sult that their basic courses in book 
selection, reference and circulation, 
cataloging, classification, and ad- 
ministration still do not really pre- 
pare for public or college library 
work.6 


But it is true that the NCATE 
does look to the ALA for guidance 
in the evaluation of undergraduate 
library science courses. The ALA 
Board of Education for Librarian- 
ship prepared and approved stand- 
ards for the use of the American 
Association of Colleges for Teacher 
Education in 1952. That was before 


5 Mishoff. “Undergrad: 
brary education.” EDU. 
CATION 14:3-7. September, 1957. 


6 Information from a __not-yet-published 
study made by D. K. Berninghausen. 


the establishment in 1954 of the 
National Council for the Accredita- 
tion of Teacher Education (NCATE) 
which is now recognized by the Na- 
tional Commission on Accreditation 
as responsible for the accreditation 
of teacher education institutions.7 
Now a subcommittee of the ALA 
committee on Accreditation has 
drawn up a new statement of pro- 
posed standards for any under- 
graduate library education program, 
and a Guide, supplementary to its 
general standards and guide,’ for 
the use of the NCATE. These stand- 
ards, then, are designed to help 
liberal arts colleges, also, to evaluate 
their courses, and, when applied, 
may result in undergraduate cours- 
es which could be accepted by a 
number of graduate library schools.9 
The new standards and Guide were 
adopted on July 14, 1958 by the 
Committee on Accreditation, but 
must still be presented for official 
acceptance to the ALA Council at 
the time of the Midwinter 1959 ALA 
meeting; that is, in February. They 
are published in the October, 1958, 
ALA Bulletin.10, 


Meanwhile, a statement of the 
cardinal principles or assumptions 
underlying the standards is avail- 
able. It should be noted that these 
are “in addition to the recognized 
assumption that the full basic pro- 
gram of professional education for 
librarianship encompasses a mini- 
mum of five years of study beyond 
the secondary school leading to a 
master’s degree. 


“But specifically, with reference 
to the standards, they assume that: 


7 “Action of National Commission on Ac- 
crediting.” HIGHER EDUCATION. 13- 
50. Nov. 1956. 
8 Standards and guide 
ceducation. 


D. y 4 1957. 

9 R. L. Gitler. + and education 
for of 1951- 
57” ALA 2:273-4. Apr. 
1958. “New subcommittee of 
COA ° ALA. Lib rary Education Di- 
vision. NEWS LETTER. No. 24, p. 5, 
Jan., 1958. 


10 Information from letter of R. L. Gitler 
dated August 14, 1958. 
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An introductory program of ed- 
ucation for librarianship may 
legitimately be given at the 
undergraduate level, that the 
amount of such work in library 
studies should not be so great 
as to limit seriously the amount 
of general education. (The cri- 
teria are intended to serve as a 
guide only to undergraduate 
programs totalling not more 
than 18 semester hours; and 
probably not fewer than 12 se- 
mester hours.) 


There should be articulation be- 
tween the undergraduate pro- 
gram in library science and 
the graduate library school pro- 
grams [at least] in the same 
[geographic region]. 


Because there is need for a 
variety of materials in support 
of programs, and for stimula- 
tion of students in class dis- 
cussion and guidance, no part 
of an introductory program may 
be given by correspondence. 


“4. The general objective of under- 
graduate library science pro- 
grams is to offer introductory 
preparation for library person- 
nel for positions commensurate 


with this preparation.”11 


Thus, if a given accredited under- 
graduate college’s basic library sci- 
ence courses has the same content 
as those of a graduate library school, 
a graduate of such a college should 
not have to repeat library science 
courses he has had in order to earn 
a graduate library degree. That stu- 
dent would stili have to present 
the standard number of hours for 
a master’s degree. However, the 
courses in the graduate library 
school could be in more specialized 
library fields or, preferably, in ad- 
vanced areas of his undergraduate 
major. A few hours of accredited 
graduate work in the student’s sub- 
ject major might be transferable to 
shorten residence for the master’s 


11 Quoted from letter of R. L. Gitler dat- 
ed May 1, 1958. 
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degree at the graduate library 
school. It must be added that, inas- 
much as there are graduate divis- 
ions in certain universities which 
will not allow credit for what they 
consider professional rather than 
academic preparation at the under- 
graduate level, it will not be possible 
to introduce courses which will ar- 
ticulate with those of all graduate 
library schools. 12 


Last spring’s ISLA panel discuss- 
ed pretty much the subjects covered 
above in this article. Members of 
the panel, as reported in the July 
IDAHO LIBRARIAN, were, in the 
order of speaking: Miss Dorothy 
Bevis, Associate Professor of Li- 
brary Science in the University of 
Washington School of Librarian- 
ship; Mr. Alton B. Jones, Idaho’s 
State Superintendent of Public In- 
struction; and Dr. A. H, Chatburn, 
Dean of the Boise Junior College; 
with the writer of this article as 
moderator. The panel, as well as 
this article, used materia] sent spe- 
cially for the occasion by Robert L. 
Gitler, Executive Secretary of the 
ALA Division of Library Education 
and Secretary of the Association’s 
Committee on Accreditation, and 
D.K. Berninghausen, Director of the 
University of Minnesota’s Library 
School. A welcome proposal was 
made by Superintendent Jones, 
namely, that every teacher-training 
program in Idaho should include 
three semester hours of library in- 
struction in (1) book selection, (2) 
recognition of the importance of 
school libraries, (3) techniques of 
making library assignments, (4) 
cataloging. 

Miss Lois Hansen, previous chair- 
man of the ISLA Committee on the 
Improvement of Library Education, 
summarized the panel as follows: 
“ISLA has long felt the need for 
developing a more satisfactory and 
uniform program of undergraduate 
library education within Idaho col- 
leges. Today’s panel has indicated 


12 From letter of R. L. Gitler, dated May 
1, 1958. 
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the possibilities for progress and the 
directions in which work needs to 
be done. We need a continuing ISLA 
committee to investigate a program 
of advancement in library educa- 
tion. The committee should be un- 
der the chairmanship of Miss Mar- 
tha Guenther, and should be com- 
posed of librarians in varying types 
of work. It should work toward im- 
plementation of the COA standards 
and Guide when they are available, 
work with the proposed Division of 
Library Education of the Pacific 
Northwest Library Association, and 
undertake to plan for the Associ- 
ation’s providing a scholarship for 
library education.” The Association 
voted to accept her summary and 
recommendations. 


In the 1958 convention of the 
Pacific Northwest Library Associ- 
ation, meeting in Victoria, British 
Columbia, September 4-6, a Library 
Education Division was formed. 
Temporary officers were elected to 
pian for the 1959 meeting of the 
Division and to appoint a Nominat- 
ing Committee to find candidates 
for the first regular election, as 
follows: For Chairman, Miss L. Dor- 
othy Bevis, Associate Professor, 
University of Washington School of 
Librarianship; for Vice-Chairman, 
Mrs, Winifred Ladley, Assistant 
Professor of Library Science, Col- 
lege of Education, University of 
Oregon; for Secretary - Treasurer, 
Mr. Richard L. Darling, Assistant 
Professor of Library Science, Uni- 
versity of Montana. The writer of 
this article acted as secretary pro- 
tem at this first meeting of the 
Division on September 5. 


The topic of discussion on Sep- 
tember 5 centered entirely about 
the survey made by Professor Leon 
Carnovsky, of the University of Chi- 
cago Graduate Library School, of 
recruiting and education of librar- 
ians in the Pacific Northwest, as 
outlined by Dr. Morton Kroll, Di- 
rector of the PNLA Library Devel- 
opment Project. Copies of Dr. Car- 
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novsky’s complete report can be 
borrowed from members of the 
PNLA continuing Library Develop- 
ment Committee. Members for Ida- 
ho are: Miss Marion Bingham, Li- 
brarian, Boise Public Library; Mrs. 
Maxine Slagowski, Librarian, Senior 
High School, Idaho Falls; Miss 
Marjorie Pomeroy, Assistant State 
Librarian, Idaho State Library, 
Boise. There was considerable dis- 
cussion of all levels of library edu- 
cation and of certification. Possible 
establishment of new graduate li- 
brary schools at the Universities of 
Oregon, Montana, and British Co- 
lumbia was also discussed. It was 
announced that a two-day institute 
on library education, both graduate 
and undergraduate, would be held 
at the University of Minnesota Li- 
brary School October 31-November 
1, 1958. Concerning undergraduate 
library education, it was acknowl- 
edged that there is a nation-wide 
ferment on its place in the total li- 
brary education picture, and that it 
is here to stay. 

With the objective of more suc- 
cessful recruiting of personnel for 
Idaho Libraries, the ISLA Commit- 
tee on the Improvement of Library 
Education in Idaho recommends the 
following sequence of action: (1) 
Acceptance of the standards and, 
where it is applicable, of the Guide 
of the COA Subcommittee on Un- 
dergraduate Library Education by 
all Idaho colleges subsequent to 
their acceptance by the ALA Coun- 
cil next February; (2) A self-survey 
of its library science courses by each 
college on the basis of the Subcom- 
mittee’s standards and, where ap- 
plicable, Guide; (3) Offering by 
each college which can do so of 
core, or basic, library science cours- 
es in accordance with the stand- 
ards; (4) Negotiation of each col- 
lege which offers such courses with 
the graduate library school of the 
University of Washington, the only 
accredited graduate library school 
in our PNLA region at present, and, 
possibly, Denver, with a view to ef- 
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fecting articulation of its courses; 
(5) Offering by each college of a 
course combining instruction in the 
use of libraries with specific knowl- 
edge needed by teachers for effec- 
tive use of school libraries; (6) Cer- 
tification of Idaho librarians within 
a practicable number of years. 


Undergraduate courses in library 
science, even if planned to articu- 
late with courses of graduate library 
schools, will not supply executives 
for our larger public libraries nor 
for our college libraries. Well- 
rounded graduate library school 
preparation of people with execu- 
tive ability plus experience will con- 
tinue to be needed for those.13 But 
there are many smaller public li- 
braries which could give better 
service if their librarians and as- 
sistant librarians had had the basic 
courses in their college years, as 
could most school libraries; and in 
the larger public and all of the col- 
lege libraries, including the Uni- 
versity, assistants with such train- 
13 W. “Education for library 

service.’ ice of Education. 


Education. for the ed. by 
L. E. Blauch. 1955. p. 126. 


ing could render satisfactory service 
more quickly than clericals with 
no library courses. With in-service 
training, and in limited techniques, 
four-year graduates are now some- 
times as good or better help than 
some library school graduates. If 


they had had, in addition, basic 
library science courses in their un- 
dergraduate years, it is probable 
that they would feel enough pro- 
fessional interest to go on for grad- 
uate degrees. The possibility of ar- 
ticulation with the Washington and 
Denver schools, and eventually oth- 
ers, seems hopeful. Mr. D. K. 
Berninghausen, Director of the 
University of Minnesota Library 
School, has told the writer that his 
School, for one, would admit grad- 
uate students from Idaho now with- 
out requiring repetition of library 
science courses if the students could 
demonstrate their mastery of the 
content of equivalent Minnesota 
courses. 


Will the members of ISLA sup- 
port the recommendations listed 
above? 

IL 


Join the Idaho 
State Library Association 


Write to: Lois Hansen, Treasurer 
Boise, Junior College 
Boise, Idaho 


The Library Program in 
Elementary Schools 


By GertrupE E. NEwcoms 


The central idea of learning to- 
day is learning that equips the child 
for intelligent participation in life. 
The rapidly changing social scene, 
of which children are a part, re- 
futes the old philosophy of the 
textbook assignment, study-recita- 
tion-type of classroom procedure. 
Textbooks cannot possibly keep up 
with the thirst for information, the 
strong interests of growing boys and 
girls, and the need for broad, en- 
lightened citizenship essential for 
coping with public problems met by 
people in all walks of life. 


In our Idaho elementary schools 
definite steps are being taken to 
make the library the core of the 
elementary program—the heart of 
the total school curriculum. 


The writer believes firmly that it 
is our’ duty to develop habitual 
readers in the elementary school. 
Reading, we can be certain, will 
continue to be a major instrument 
of civilized living. Hence, habits of 
wide reading should reach early 
fruition. 

Teaching through the use of the 
elementary library entails the need 
for a basic functional philosophy 
of the importance of wide reading 
as a part of the total school cur- 
riculum. This is a major area of 
concern. 


Too many of our teachers have 
not been trained to use books as 
part of a broad curriculum ap- 


Mrs. Gertrude Newcomb is ele- 
mentary school supervisor for the 
Idaho State Department of Educa- 
tion. Prior to coming to Idaho she 
held responsible teaching and super- 
visory positions in the midwest. She 
is a strong advocate of adequate 
school library programs. 
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proach with library centered meth- 
ods of teaching. 


Teacher training institutions are 
doing much better work in recent 
years in promoting library work- 
shops and courses in children’s lit- 
erature. Teachers’ institutes and 
reading circles are beginning to rec- 
ognize the great need for a broader 
curriculum and methodology in the 
total program of reading instruc- 
tion. 

However, in the final analysis, it 
is the teacher's own enriched, cul- 
tural background that invigorates 
teaching through the elementary 
school library. Her teaching will 
reflect the teacher’s own love of 
books and an interest in develop- 
ing comprehensive reading skills. 
In all teaching “as is the teacher, 
so is the school.” 


Librarian leadership for elemen- 
tary schools is almost nonexistent. 
This is due mainly to three factors: 
the lack of trained librarians, the 
budget restrictions for elementary 
schools, and the room for a library. 

The love of books and reading is 
to a large extent the product of cir- 
cumstance which means that we 
must make more and better books 
available to children all through 
the formative years of the ele- 
mentary school. 

In Idaho schools the supply of 
children’s library books is steadily 
increasing. Schools are receiving 
“assists” through increases in bud- 
get allotments, library gift book 
purchase by many Parent-Teacher 
clubs, exchange of children’s indi- 
vidual personal books, subscriptions 
to book clubs, such as the Liter- 
ary Guild for Young People, Arrow 
and Teen-Age Book Clubs, book ex- 
hibits, loans from city, village and 
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county libraries, and especially from 
the increased facilities of the Idaho 
State Library. The State Depart- 
ment of Education furnishes lists of 
books desirable for use in curricu- 
lum building, particularly in the 
social studies areas. 


All of these efforts are serving to 
accent the need for increased sup- 
plies of reading material as well as 
accenting the use of such materials 
in the total curriculum program. 


Effective reading guidance does 
not require a detailed course of 
study or any elaborate technique. 
It does exist, however, as a plan in 
the heart and mind of the teacher. 


Such a plan should furnish some 
solution to the problem of devel- 
oping the nonreader into a reader, 
the average reader into a _ better 
reader, and the more able learner 
into one desirous of developing his 
capacities to the fullest. 


Some of the steps in planned 
guidance effort are these: 


First, we must get children to 
want to read. This means compe- 
tition with the Lone Ranger, Two- 
Gun Tony, Dragnet, feature-packed 
movies, and other action-packed 
entertainment. 


Second, we must develop in chil- 
dren a sense of values by means of 
which they can evaluate the worth 
of what they read. 


Third, a teacher must know chil- 
dren, their strong interests, their 
emotional needs, their need of vicar- 
ious adventure, their feeling for 
animals, and how their interests 
are related to everyday reading. 


It is important to recognize the 
importance of the preferences chil- 
dren have at different age levels. 
There are approximate levels at 
which interest in animals, home and 
family, in fairies, in biography, in 
adventure is keenest. Some themes 
are most liked by girls and some 
by boys. Mass data points to the 
need for specific information about 
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each child. Each one is a law unto 
himself. 


Fourth, one must think of read- 
ing as a means of personal adjust- 
ment whereby the child can find 
himself in the lives of others. 


Case studies give innumerable 
records of children who use reading 
as an outlet for pent-up emotion. 


Other children find the book 
characters meeting personal disap- 
pointments, racial misunderstand- 
ings and family crises, and in so 
doing gain insight into their own 
problems, 


Fifth, a teacher should see read- 
ing as an escape, a kind of happy 
experience where one is identified 
with the villain or the hero and is 
free to savor adventure and glory 
to the fullest extent. One needs at 
times to turn away from reality to 
find release from tensions of petty 
problems. 


This type of guidance, more than 
any other, demands a knowledge of 
the kinds of books that children 
most like to read. 


Are we making reading exper- 
iences real? 


Are we opening magic doors to 
new worlds—the world of adven- 
ture, the animal world, the world 
of long ago? 


Do children become absorbed in 
books? 

Do they talk about book charac- 
ters, judge their speech and actions 
as though they were real people? 


Do they see parallels of their own 
experiences in books? 


Unless they do these things, their 
reading is sure to lack reality and 
the books they read become, in 
Stevenson’s words “A mighty blood- 
less substitute for life.” 


Are we providing enjoyable ex- 
periences in books? 


For most children the chief ap- 
peal in reading is enjoyment. If 
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they fail to find enjoyment in read- 
ing, something is wrong. 


Are we aiming at breadth of ex- 
perience in books? 


Do we examine the range of chil- 
dren’s reading to determine wheth- 
er it includes fantasy and realism, 
far away lands, animals, industry, 
biography, the past as well as the 
present? 


Are we reading aloud to children? 
Today’s children need to share the 
“togetherness” of a “read aloud” 
old favorite or fanciful tale. 

Do we occasionally play the role 
of storyteller? 

Are we aiming toward increased 
self-motivation by creating a need 
for problem solving, in doing re- 
search upon a class discussion, or 
following through on a certain per- 
sonal interest? 

Are we teaching children to read 
better books? Or do we leave them 
permanently in the Bobbsey Twins 
stage of interest? 

These are some of the library de- 
velopment and use problems we 
face in a more adequate task of 
building better curriculum through 
libraries. 

The library program is not an 
end in itself. Its major value is the 
contribution it makes to the at- 
tainment of all of the objetcives of 
the elementary school. ————— IL 


The State Library and 
The Library Movement 
(Continued from page 6) 
ian. With his employment the job 
of planning and organizing a state 
library movement got under way in 
earnest. Gene Hart has shown him- 
self to be an intelligent, compe- 
tent and far-seeing individual who 
is dedicated to the task at hand. 
The Library Board deserves our 
thanks for this appointment. 


His job ahead, however, is a for- 
midable one; an_ unbelievable 
amount of spadework is required 
out in the State and the full con- 
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fidence of Idaho citizens in the 
State Library’s program and their 
willingness to support it is highly 
essential. It will require time and 
continuous effort to break down 
barriers. Extensive field work is 
necessary to inform rural people on 
the district library: what it is, how 
it operates, what it can do and how 
to organize to get libraries as au- 
thorized by state law. 


We cannot expect too much too 
soon. The State Library does not 
even now have the facilities with 
which to do quickly the extensive, 
statewide job required. It will take 
time. The agency should have at 
least two or three more field work- 
ers to cover the state to assist pub- 
lic library boards and librarians 
with their operational problems, 
and to inform and guide lay groups 
in their efforts to organize district 
libraries. It needs them also to con- 
duct more workshops throughout 
the State. Moreover, larger outlays 
of funds are required for the publi- 
cation and dissemination of educa- 
tional materials for use by lay 
groups in promoting the establish- 
ment of libraries, These are only a 
few of the many needs which, with 
patience and hard work on the part 
of librarians and trustees, may be 
met ultimately. 


The important thing is that a 
long overdue beginning has been 
made, a good beginning. We are on 
the way after decades of wandering 
aimlessly in a wilderness of want 
and impoverishment, neglected and 
denied by those to whom we had 
every right to look for support. The 
State Library Association has set 
our house in order and the Legisla- 
ture has acknowledged finally its 
library obligations to the people of 
Idaho. We have reason to look for- 
ward with optimism to the years 
ahead. A library movement in Ida- 
ho has begun at long last. Let us all 
get behind it and keep it moving— 
by our personal support and through 
adequate State appropriations. 

IL 
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President’s Page 


By Artruur L. De VoLpER 


It has been a busy but rewarding 
summer for librarians throughout 
the state. Now with conferences and 
vacations out of the way work be- 
gins again in earnest. It was grati- 
fying, however, to see many of you 
in San Francisco for the ALA con- 
ference and in Victoria, B. C., par- 
ticipating in the PNLA activities. 
Idaho librarians are to be congrat- 
ulated for their intensive interest 
in furthering the goals of librarian- 
ship on all levels. 


Much progress has been made in 
establishing new county libraries 
and in improving functions of oth- 
ers as well as opening libraries that 
have not been active for several 
years. Librarians, board members 
and citizens are working together 
to improve rural service. Mr, Eu- 
gene D. Hart, state librarian, and 
his assistants are to be congratulat- 
ed on their fine work and assist- 
ance to all in their field work. 


The executive board will meet in 
Mr. Arthur L. DeVolder has re- 
cently been honored by being named 


Chairman of the Public Libraries Di- 
vision of PNLA. 


17 


October to discuss plans for dis- 
trict meetings, survey financial 
needs, study library education op- 
portunities and to make plans for 
the coming state legislative sessions 
to improve where needed laws per- 
taining to libraries in Idaho. 


Very gratifying to all librarians 
was the passage by Congress of a 
$6,000,000 appropriation for match- 
ing funds for the improvement of 
library services especially in rural 
areas under the Library Services 
Act. It has stimulated in the past 
two years an upsurge in library 
services in all areas, both rural and 
urban. 


Plans are in the offing for cele- 
bration of the second National Li- 
brary Week in April. Mr. Hart will 
be executive director and will as- 
sist Idaho Chairman Mrs. John V. 
Walker and a committee of librar- 
ians and citizens in planning a 
course of action for Idaho. In the 
meanwhile libraries and librarians 
are urged to participate in Chil- 
dren’s Book Week the first week of 
November. 


Unusual opportunities for schol- 
arships for study in children’s work 
are offered by the E. P. Dutton- 
John Macrae Award for the ad- 
vancement of library service to 
children and the Frederic G. Mel- 
cher award. Write to ALA head- 
quarters for information on the 
first and Miss Clara J. Webber, 
Public Library, Pomona, California 
for details on the latter. 


A librarians’ workshop is being 
conducted by the State Library on 
October 16-17 in Boise and Oc- 
tober 23-24 in Pocatello. Details are 
reported elsewhere in this issue. 
Do try to participate. 

It has been reported that several 
new librarians have taken positions 
in the State. Please accept our 


: 
| 
| 
4 


A.L.A. News 


By Ex1 M. Osoter, ALA Councilor 


Nothing of any great significance 
has happened in American Library 
Association circles since the San 
Francisco convention, but there is 
a little news on the national front 
which may be of interest to ISLA 
members. The 85th Congress, which 
adjourned August 24, failed to pass 
a revision of the laws relating to 
depository libraries. Under such a 
revision it is very likely that Idaho 
would get one or more additional 
depository libraries, and it is also 
possible that one of the present de- 
pository libraries would be named 
as a regional depository. The De- 
pository Act of 1958 passed the 
House, but was not up for Senate 
action because there was not time 
to hold Senate hearings. It is ex- 
pected that a new bill will be intro- 
duced in the 86th Congress, and it 
might be helpful if you told your 
Congressman about your desire for 
passage of such a bill in the next 
Congress. The bill was number 
H.R. 13140. 

In other congressional action, the 
Community Facilities Bill, which 
might have permitted municipalities 
to improve their library facilities, 
was disapproved by the House af- 
ter approval by the Senate. Under 
terms of the Omnibus Housing Bill, 


Mr. Oboler is former editor of 
IDAHO LIBRARIAN and now editor 
of PNLA Quarterly. 


President’s Message .. . 
heartiest welcome to our ranks. The 
membership extends a cordial wel- 
come to join us and to become ac- 
quainted. To those who have left 
us we extend best wishes and hap- 
piness in their new positions in 
other areas of the United States. 
Cordially yours, 
Artuur L. DEVoLpER, President 
Idaho State Library Association 
IL 
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S. 4035, there would have been 
money for long-term loans at lower 
rates for building or repairing col- 
lege facilities such as libraries. This 
bill was defeated by the House, al- 
though the Senate had approved it. 
Several of the Idaho college librar- 
ies might have gotten funds for 
new buildings or for additions and 
improvements if this bill had been 
approved. This is another bill 
which might be mentioned to your 
Congressman. 


This year the American Library 
Association is continuing its special 
drive to get members among li- 
brary trustees, with its special in- 
terest in trying to get at least one 
ALA member on every board of 
trustees in the country. A number 
of Idaho trustess already have join- 
ed, but it is hoped that public li- 
brarians throughout the state will 
do their part in encouraging at least 
one trustee from their respective 
library boards to join soon. 


IL 


NEEDS BACK ISSUES 


Mr. Arthur L. DeVolder, of the 
Twin Falls Public Library, announc- 
ed that his library lacks volumes 1 
and 2 of the IDAHO LIBRARIAN. 
If anyone has these two volumes, 
Mr. DeVolder would like to have 
them. 


Booklet on Publicity Ideas 


Library Lure-A-Matics is a 52- 
page booklet of publicity ideas, dia- 
grams and actual photographs of 
library displays that have been used 
successfully. It has been prepared 
and published by the Washington 
State School Library Association. 
We find it exceedingly informative 
and useful. It may be obtained for 
$1 from Murial J. Hamilton, 1500 
Butternut Avenue, Richland, Wash. 


NEWS NOTES 
about 


IDAHO LIBRARIES 


= 
2 


Idaho College and University 
Libraries Cooperate 


By Ext M. OBoLER 


In May, 1954, a group represent- 
ing the college and university li- 
braries of Idaho met as part of the 
Idaho State Library Association 
Conference, held in the Idaho State 
College Library in Pocatello. This 
group agreed to begin a Duplicates 
Exchange Union, including all of 
the institutions of higher education 
in the state, private or public. Orig- 
inal plans were to begin with the 
exchange of duplicate books, with 
the possibility of going into ex- 
changes of other materials if the 
book exchange worked out satisfac- 
torily. 

In May, 1958, the College Library 
Section of ISLA, under the chair- 
manship of Michael Slama of the 
University of Idaho Library, began 
the implementation of this pro- 
gram. Two projects were agreed 
upon, and are described in the July, 
1958, IDAHO LIBRARIAN: (1) 
Compilation and exchange of “want 
lists” of periodicals, books, docu- 
ments, etc., by all colleges in the 
state. (2) Compilation of periodical 
holdings in all college libraries in 
Idaho. 

Obviously, the actual accomplish- 
ment of this rather big project will 
take some time and continued ef- 
fort by all concerned, but that there 
is need for cooperation of this type 
is very evident when one realizes 
that every college in the state is 
growing, and the needs of each col- 
lege library are growing just as 
rapidly. 

The accomplishments of the first 
cooperative program in the state, 
the Duplicates Exchange Union, 


Mr. Eli Oboler is the Librarian of 
Idaho State College and a former 
President of ISLA and PNLA. He is 
presently Idaho’s ALA Councilor. 


20 


have been many. In the first place, 
the success of this program has in- 
dicated that further cooperation is 
not only desirable but possible, In 
the second place, a great many 
books which would otherwise have 
been disposed of have been made 
available somewhere in Idaho, and 
have strengthened the total state 
library resources. Also, some of the 
“bugs” of a cooperative exchange 
system have been disposed of, and 
possibly similar difficulties can be 
avoided in future cooperative ven- 
tures. 


The big problem of cooperation 
among the scattered college librar- 
ies of our immense state (speaking 
in terms of area) is certainly not 
one that will be solved by any very 
revolutionary procedures. Colleges 
in crowded areas in the East and 
California have found it compara- 
tively simple to use such methods 
as union catalogs, messenger serv- 
ice, joint buying programs, and so 
on, but it is a little more difficult 
for three institutions up in the 
northwest tip of our state to work 
along with three in the center and 
three in the east. Messenger service 
is out of the question, except pos- 
sibly among the three in Boise, 
Caldwell, and Nampa. Several of 
the colleges are already members of 
the Pacific Northwest Bibliographic 
Center, and thus have their cards 
entered in the PNBC Union Catalog, 
but probably a statewide union cat- 
alog would be much more trouble 
than it was worth. The institutions 
are certainly not large enough to 
plan any such enterprise as the 
Midwest Inter-Library Center or 
any other variety of a central de- 
posit system. 


The development of lists—kept 


up to date periodically—of period- 
ical holdings is certainly a project 
that will justify the work it will 
take. All of the college libraries in 
the state are weakest in periodical 
holdings, and any steps that can 
be taken to strengthen these hold- 
ings will be worthwhile. There is 
already in existence a union list of 
newspaper holdings in the state, 
and eventually, possibly, the per- 
iodical holdings list may be com- 
piled into a union list of serials in 
Idaho. 


Several of the college libraries 
are either partial or complete gov- 
ernment depository libraries, and 
the circulation of want lists in this 
field would be another welcome in- 
novation. Documents are becoming 
more and more important, and the 
two or three larger libraries often 
accumulate large quantities of dup- 
licate documents which the gov- 
ernment doesn’t want back, but 
which would be most useful in one 
of the smaller institutions. 


The most promising development 
that may come out of all this co- 
operative work may be cooperation 
among all of the larger libraries in 
the state, whether public or college. 
The Duplicates Exchange Union al- 
ready includes several public li- 
braries, as well as the State Library, 
and it is certainly conceivable that 
other public libraries may be in- 
terested in working along with the 
college libraries. A famous Michi- 
gan librarian named Randolph 
Adams once called librarians the 
worst enemies of books. He was 
referring to the way in which many 
librarians or libraries destroyed or 
discarded library materials that 
might have been of use to other li- 
brarians and libraries. With our 
extremely limited resources it is 
very important that Idaho librar- 
ians do everything in their power 
to use to the best advantage what 
resources we do have. What the 
College Library Section has done so 
far is really only a beginning of 
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what might be done eventually. 
Space and time are perhaps our 
chief enemies in the endeavor; it is 
up to us to show that just because 
we are in the twelfth largest state 
and because we are all under-staff- 
ed and overworked is no reason for 
hesitating to plan and carry out 
plans that will benefit all concern- 


IL 
COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


BOISE JUNIOR COLLEGE 

During the BJC summer session 
the library operated on its usual 
half-time schedule with a student 
assistant in charge. Lois Hansen, 
assistant librarian, was unofficially 
on hand for any emergencies, but 
her main duties during June and 
July were teaching two courses for 
school librarians at the College of 
Idaho. Ruth McBirney, librarian, 
attended the first session of sum- 
mer school at the University of 
California at Berkeley, and some of 
the sessions of the ALA convention 
in San Francisco, July 14-18. She 
also attended the PNLA Convention 
in Victoria, B. C., September 4-6. 


During the summer, about 385 lin- 
ear feet of new shelving, both metal 
and wooden, were installed in the 
stack area to alleviate the crowded 
condition of the books. 


The library staff had a tea and 
open house for new faculty mem- 
bers on September 15th. This was 
the first time any such formal at- 
tempt had been made to introduce 
new faculty to the library resources; 
it proved to be sufficiently success- 
ful that it will probably become a 
yearly affair. 


The library is fortunate in having 
Mrs. Evelyn Everts back again as 
circulation assistant, 


IDAHO STATE COLLEGE 
During the summer plans went 
forward for changing over this li- 
brary to a divisional setup, somie- 
what similar to the one now at the 
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University of Idaho. The actual 
changeover will probably take place 
during the summer of 1959, when 
there will be inaugurated separate 
Science, Social Sciences, and Hu- 
manities divisions. 

Four members of the staff: Mrs. 
Dwyer, Miss Guenther, Miss Mc- 
Clain, and Eli Oboler, Librarian, 
attended the PNLA Conference at 
Victoria, B. C. 

UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO 

In May a joint meeting of li- 
brarians representing the University 
of Idaho and the Washington State 
College was held in Pullman to ex- 
plore the possibilities of developing 
an inter-library cooperative pro- 
gram that would tend to strengthen 
and enrich the library resources of 
the two institutions. Lee Zimmer- 
man, librarian of the University of 
Idaho, proposed a cooperative plan 
of acquiring periodical resources for 
the University of Idaho and the 
Washington State College libraries. 
After some discussion a joint com- 
mittee was appointed to investigate 
the possibilities of such a plan. 
The committee will: 

1. Investigate desirability and 
methods for acquiring complete 
records of holdings in both li- 
braries. 

2. Investigate methods of inform- 
ing each library of orders plac- 
ed and/or received. 

3. Examine the desirability of a 
policy for cooperative purchase 
of serial resources. 

Mr. Charles A. Webbert, Social 
Sciences Librarian and Curator of 
Special Collections, attended the 
program of archival instruction 
conducted by Dr. T. R. Schellen- 
berg at Seattle on August 6, 7 and 8. 
Mr. Webbert found the conference 
to be of unusual interest and of 
much practical value. 

Edmond Gnoza, Assistant Librar- 
ian, Readers’ Service, resigned July 
30 to accept a new position on the 
staff of the Portland State College 


Library. He had been with the 
University Library since September, 
1954. 


NORTHWEST 
NAZARENE COLLEGE 
During the summer Miss Helen 
Rambo, the assistant librarian, took 
some additional work in cataloging 
at the University of Denver, School 

of Librarianship. 

Mrs. Van Order has been added 
to our staff as a full time clerical 
assistant. 

We are looking forward to a good 
year. 


IL 
COUNTIES 
ADAMS 
Upon the invitation of Mrs. 


Charles Winkler, Adams County Li- 
brary Advisor, Mr. Hart and Miss 
Pomeroy displayed the State book- 
mobile in Council on September 22, 
1958. 

In the afternoon Mr. Hart met 
with the Council Valley Free Li- 
brary Board and the Adams Coun- 
ty Friends of the Library group to 
discuss problems of library service 
in Adams County. 

Refreshments were served. 

« 
BANNOCK (Portneuf) 

The Portneuf Library Board met 
with the Pocatello Public Library 
Board recently to discuss the possi- 
bility of contractual service be- 
tween the public library and the 
newly-formed library district. It ap- 
pears that such a contract will be 
consumated in the near future so 
that the Pocatello Public Library 
will serve on a contractual basis 
the residents of the Portneuf Li- 
brary District in the same manner 
as every resident of the city of 
Pocatello is presently served. 

CANYON 

Mrs. Ona Tuning of Roswell, has 
been appointed to serve as Canyon 
County Library Advisor. Mrs. Enid 


Hooban, Caldwell, recently resigned. 


Mrs. Tuning has been active in 
PTA work and in rural groups in 
Canyon County. She has been for 
some time a leader in the library 
movement in Canyon County. 

LATAH 

The Latah County Free Library 
Board, at a special meeting on Sep- 
tember 16, decided to request the 
County Commissioners not to place 
their library district levy on the 
tax rolls in September, 1958. 

ONEIDA 

The Oneida Free Library opened 
to the public officially on Monday, 
September 8, 1958. A formal open- 
ing ceremony to celebrate the open- 
ing of the new district library is 
planned for a later date. 

IL 


COMMUNITIES 
CASCADE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Mr. E, D. Hart, State Librarian 
and Miss Marjorie Pomeroy met 
with the Cascade Public Library 
Board on Tuesday evening, Septem- 
ber 23. Operational and building 
problems were discussed. The Board 
is investigating the possibility of 
obtaining more adequate quarters 
for its splendid book collection. 

HAGERMAN PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The Hagerman Public Library 
held an open house to celebrate its 
‘reopening on September 20. The 
Library had been closed since last 
November to permit cataloging of 
the books and a complete renova- 
tion of the Library quarters. Mrs. 
Virginia Leach, local chairman of 
the Friends of the Library group, 
headed the committee which ac- 
complished the cataloging and ren- 
ovation of quarters. 

« 
HAILEY CITY LIBRARY 

The Hailey City Library recently 
announced that there had been an 
increase of over 100 new borrowers. 
They also reported the receipt of 
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new books and a new encyclopedia. 


KETCHUM-SUN VALLEY 
COMMUNITY LIBRARY 

The August fund drive for the 
Ketchum -Sun Valley Community 
Library came to a successful con- 
clusion with a total of $1,530.43 col- 
lected. Of this amount $354.38 were 
obtained from the presentation of 
the melodrama, “Pure As the Driven 
Snow.” 


POCATELLO PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The IDAHO STATE JOURNAL 
on September 18, 1958, contained 
an editorial “Library needs new 
home” pointing out the absolute 
necessity to obtain a new library 
building to meet the needs of this 
active and growing public library. 
The paper suggested the library 
building as the first building of a 
planned civic center. 

RUPERT 

Mr. Leigh Ingersoll, principal of 
the Minidoka County High School, 
and Miss Virginia Hawk, librarian, 
report that their school is recipient 
of the “Traveling High School Li- 
brary.” This library is sponsored by 
the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, Washing- 
ton, D. C. This collection is being 
enjoyed very much by the pupils. 

SHOSHONE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The annual report of the Sho- 
shone public library revealed that 
14,454 books had been circulated 
during the year. The same report 
reveals that the library has 10,522 
volumes, a net gain of 176 over the 
previous year. 

TWIN FALLS PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Mr. Arthur L. DeVolder, Librar- 
ian, was named Chairman of the 
Public Libraries Division of the 
Pacific Northwest Library Associa- 
tion at its annual conference in Vic- 
toria, B. C., September 4-6. Mr. 
DeVolder will serve for two years. 

IL 
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NEWS FROM THE 
STATE LIBRARY 


The initial Public Library Work- 
shop was held at the University of 
Idaho, Moscow, September 11-12, 
1958. Seventeen North Idaho li- 
braries were represented. A photo- 
graph of the Workshop participants 
appears below. 


Similar two-day workshops will 
be held in Boise on October 16-17 
and in Pocatello October 23-24 for 
the public libraries of the south- 
western and southeastern sections 
of Idaho, respectively. Information 
regarding these workshops has been 
mailed directly to each public li- 
brary. 

The Idaho State Library Board at 
its regular meeting on September 
26, 1958, elected the following of- 
ficers: Mr. Russ N. Soderling, 
Boners Ferry, Chairman; Mrs, Olive 
T. Bess, Caldwell, Vice Chairman; 
Mrs. Glenn Balch, Boise, Secretary. 
Mr. Alton B. Jones, ex-officio mem- 
ber, remains as Treasurer. 


The State Library Board approv- 
ed the following slogan for the 
Idaho State Library: “Promoting 
good free library service to every 
resident of Idaho.” 


The State Library has recently 
acquired a set of Thwaite’s “Early 
Western Travels.” This monumental 
work will now be available for the 
research of serious students of 
Western America. 


Do You Have C. F.? 


Do you have cabin fever? If you 
do, we recommend you read good 
books. Many of the Idaho State Li- 
brary patrons live in isolated com- 
munities and many are often snow- 
bound during the winter. Many re- 
port snowshoe trips to the nearest 
post office to receive and return 
their books and even some have 
their books flown in by airplane. 
Thus it is obvious that those who 
want to read will find a way to get 
library books. 

IL 


First Public Library Workshop, Moscow 
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